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The Importance of....

: | wonder who first said, "The only
constant is change?" Oh well, he’s
Wi probably not with us anymore.

The word transition gets overused.
The reality is, we are always in
some kind of transition. So whether
we call it a transition, a passage, or
the next chapter...whatever we call
it, we are always getting closer to it.

The apostle John in his Gospel takes great care to record
what Jesus said during the hours before his arrest and
crucifixion. Obviously there were many things Jesus
wanted to underline before he died. These were the
things that Jesus felt were most important.

Before | move on to my next chapter, and as Willamette
Christian church begins a new chapter, | would like to
share with you four messages touching on those things |
feel are most important.

| want to share with you the things | believe we should
hold most dear. These are truths to guard, values to
internalize, and principles to practice. During the month of

May | will share with you The Importance of
Learning, The Importance of Worship,
The Importance of Fellowship, and The
Importance of Love.

On May 6 we will explore the Importance of Learning—
of learning to have a right spiritual relationship with the
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Lord. Spirituality, when correctly understood, is a life of
wonder, awe, joy, simplicity, worship, gratitude, love and
humility.

On May 13, in the midst of our special Mother's Day
service, we will explore the Importance of Worship—
Loving God. Life with a big God is a life of risky faith,
fearless obedience, awestruck worship and passionate
evangelism. We’ll explore the topic of worship after a
powerful music worship program by the nationally
renowned a cappella group, Rescue.

On May 20, we will explore the Importance of
Fellowship —Loving People. To belong to a community
of people devoted to a common cause or vision is an
exhilarating experience. And it's the way God wanted it.
We were designed to live in community—to know and be
known, to love and be loved, to celebrate and be
celebrated.

And on May 27, we will explore the Importance of
Love— Serving the World. Jesus taught that there is a
connection between helping other people and receiving
help from God. He ministered in community, serving
others while remaining dependent on God for strength.
We’'ll learn the importance of using our strengths, and our
weaknesses, to minister to and serve others.

My sincere desire as | transition into this next chapter of
my life is that our focus will always be upon the One who
gives us life. It's no goodbyes just yet, as | will visit and
share with you at select services this summer. | look
forward to sharing this series with you.
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The heart of Willamette...a caring
community that loves God, loves
people and serves the world...was
L) evident at every turn this Easter.

¥ Even the rain couldn’t dampen the
fun for more than 500 children
who showed up for the Easter Egg
Hunt. This outreach event
provided a joyous time for the kids
and gave us the opportunity to personally hand out
invitations to our Easter services and Vacation Bible
School.

When Dena Beymer, Children’s Ministry Coordinator, was
asked how many volunteers helped with the event, her
answer was, “too many to count.” Before the event there
was a steady flow of donated candy, then an influx of
small groups and families who assembled all the eggs
and treat bags. Others set up, staffed and cleaned up
the event. Local schools, merchants and newspapers
helped to promote the event. The result? The love of
Christ demonstrated throughout our community! One
family wrote:

“We really want to thank all involved for the wonderful
Easter Egg Hunt on April 7th. It was a wonderful and
warm community event. Our 3- and 4-year-old girls had a
ball. Please know that we truly appreciate all the time,
talent and energy it took to organize such an

event. Thank you!”

The generosity of our congregation also filled the
church’s food pantry, refrigerator and freezer to provide
Easter meals and groceries to 27 families. 108 bags of
groceries were delivered from North Portland to
Woodburn and all points in between! Volunteers,
including small groups and the guys from MAGMA,
helped assemble and deliver the meals. Lives were
touched in very tangible ways, as evidenced in these
excerpts from notes we received....

“Wow! That was the best "Easter Basket" one could
ever imagine. | of course am speaking of your gracious
food/Easter items donation that was delivered to my
home last Friday. The Sunday Dinner was very tasty

and so nice to just pop in the oven ... what you did was
truly appreciated. Please pass this on to everyone
involved in the ministry.”

Our volunteers shared their stories as well...

“I met a woman who greeted me with, ‘Oh, what a
blessing! God heard my prayers!’ After | gave her the
groceries, she began to tell me how she just moved here
5 months ago and was feeling lonely because she hadn't
found the right church yet and had met few fellow
Christians. | invited her to the Women's Retreat so she
could meet others in the community. This just goes to
show me and our church family how important the meals
ministry is and how through it we can extend God's love
into our community.”

The weekend culminated in our Easter Services. Again,
the multitude of volunteers who came together to make it
happen show Christ at work through the body of WCC.
From the set-up team, to the parking lot attendants....the
coffee and communion prep to the greeters and ushers
and communion servers...the worship team, choir and
our 100 word testimonials...all the teachers and helpers
in children’s ministry...the tear-down team, and those
who just pitched in to lend a hand where needed....to all
of you, we extend our heartfelt thanks for your service.

Those who took the time to serve with us this Easter
weekend were blessed as well. Here are the
comments shared by one volunteer:

“For me, I loved being there with everyone and doing
that. It made me very happy and | so appreciated the
chance to meet and get to know some more people
from our very, very large church family... | will always
cherish yesterday as one of the nicest Easters I've ever
had.”

Y
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Thurs. May 3rd— National Day of Prayer, 10th St. Sanctuary, 7 am- 8 pm
This is a day set aside for Godb®o
our nation, our leaders, our communities and our lives. The sanctuary will
be converted into five individual prayer rooms to provide an environment of

prayerful worship and honor.

Sun. June 24th— Baby Dedication, second service

BabyDedixapidnseare 4 speciab tine ik theHdrviee taliitrbdace few babtes ta n d
the church family. As a body, we dedicate them to the Lord and pray for
their parents to raise them up t
you would like to have dedicated, please contact the church office or Donna
Abbott at 503-632-4945.

(o]

Sun. May I3th— Mot her s Day, Ki d sRéscucCahs@vices , and musi cal group
Our own kidsd choir will give a Julléth-A0tt—wVaaatibn BiblerSeool WC@ IPtic So, thama B:/15p@ r f o r ma
Race to Win. Also, nationally known a capella group, Rescue, will lead 0Son F o SpendKweekasGpecial Agents decoding Joshua 1:9.
worship. Their sound is described as fresh and exciting, as they have This outreach event is for ingoing kindergarten through 6th graders and is
developed their own captivating style that brings listeners into an free of charge! Registration begins June Ist.
entertaining and worshipful arena. Jr. and Sr. High students will attend
regular services with their families. August 20th-25th— Trout Creek Bible Camp
This is an awesome overnight camp for ingoing 4th-6th graders. We have 30
Sat. May 19th & Sun. May 20th— PB & Jam, |0th St. Sanctuary, 6 pm spots for WCC6s kids and their fri
WCCds own Kkids® choir, PB & Jam, onliedttcbcqome. r(®uospates opeR a@p toothdrsdegiMiingjunedist) Thi s
great opportunity to bring friends and family who donét know our a
Savior or who may think works can get us to Heaven. For more information September 2007
contact Dena, disneylanddena@yahoo.com. WOW Women's Bible Study wrapped up April |7th after completing The
Patriarchs and Breaking Free, two excellent studies by Beth Moore. We are
taking a break for summer but will resume in September with Beth Moore's
newest study, Daniel - a practical guide to living in this fast-paced, pressure-
Fri, June Ist— Registration begins for Vacation Bible School filled world. For additional information contact Barb Marold at
—Our reserved Trout Creek B|509_£5§_34|%gr%greatﬁlé@céémgasm%tp en to others.. be
sure you've registered!
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It was only 6:30 AM when we
left the WCC parking lot to
travel to Tuba City, Arizona,
but the day had already birthed
many events. The 10th street
M building was alive with activity

_ when most of West Linn was
A still deep in slumber. Many
church family members, along
with several elders and the
Missions Committee, joined us in prayer to ask
that God would bless the trip and keep us safe. By
the time we hit the road we were bathed in prayer,
well wishes, and blessings.

The entire trip lasted seven days (a good biblical
number). During this experience our meditation
was to be Philippians 2:1-11. The passage pro-
motes unity through selflessness and service by
following the example set by Jesus, who served in
selfless obedience all the way to death on a cross.
We examined our own attitudes daily in an
attempt to mimic the Lord in service. We asked the
guestion of what suffering for one another would
look like in our lives. We answered by walking in
Jesus' footprints leading to self-denial and the
unavoidable consequence of unity.

There was no glory in the simple tasks we per-
formed on the Reservation. Most of our activities
were behind the scenes and away from public
spectacle. We collected 37 cords of scattered wet
firewood and transported it 75 miles before restack-
ing it, so that elderly Navajo and Hopi Indians (that
we will never meet) will have heat next winter. We
cleaned the graves of those long dead so that the
living will know that followers of Jesus respect their
culture despite how previous generations of
"Christians" did not. We built a wheelchair ramp for
an elderly diabetic woman so that her daughter can
get her in and out of the house more easily while

mission to Tuba City, AZ

taking her to her dialysis appointment. We left a
prefabricated shed to be constructed by another
group for an 80-year-old half-blind farmer woman
who needs to store feed closer to her sheep
because she can no longer carry it as far.

All these acts of service were performed at the
request of Paul and Anne Ghee, the resident
missionaries who have spent the last 20 years on
the Reservation building relationships in the name
of Jesus. It is these relationships, relationships that
we will not have the privilege to enjoy this side of
heaven, for which we gave our time, talent, and
treasure. Our team of teens and adult sponsors
supported this mission with acts of hidden service
and selfless grace so that the name of Jesus

born by the local missionaries would be lifted up.

For more information about this trip and the WCC
Student Ministries program please visit:
www.WillametteYouth.com
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Growing from the Heart update

God continues to work in wonderful ways within our Until then we will continue to host our services at

church family, and we thank you for your faithful support Rosemont Ridge Middle School. In the wake of the

of the capital campaign. In the first 3 months of 2007 wonderful attendance at the Easter services, we are

you have continued to fulfill your pledges to the exploring ways to increase our capacity within the school
campaign. To date we have received $602,595 of the to accommodate our growing church.

total 3-year pledge amount of
$2,5450,695! This is truly a wonderful
start, and we are pleased to say that we
are on target for our ultimate goal.

Your continued prayers for the smooth
acquisition of the property and subse-
quent planning of the building are
greatly appreciated. We would like to
especially thank the 1% — 4" grade
Sunday School classes who have been
joining together in prayer over the
building process and ministry opportuni-
ties that the new building presents.

There is also exciting news to report
regarding the property; we are pleased to
let you know that the property is set to
close in early May. The design phase has |
started, and the first set of plans have &
been reviewed by Building and Planning ) ]

Teams. We will continue this process for 1St-4th grade classes during 1st \yq thank you for your continued faith-
the next 90 days in order to refine and and 2nd hour have been joining fulness in fulfilling your pledges and

together t for the buildi .
ensure that all flow, layout and concepts por?)iesesr_ O pray for the building your prayers for the leadership team as

are appropriately considered. The they continue the great work of creating
Building and Planning Teams are also reviewing how the a home for our church family that will reach out to our
construction project will be managed to maximize community.

creative input and manage costs.

Yours in Christ,
We anticipate breaking ground in early September with
an official ground breaking ceremony! From there we The Follow-Up Team
hope to be in our new building within a year, assuming Scott & Janell Richards
that we have no glitches in the construction process. Doug & Heather Berggren

I

What is As followers message. The book of Luke is full of clear to us in the Great Commission
of Christ, we parables. Luke 15 tells three of them in (Matthew 28:16-20).

your role aedsiles a row to really gepefhykalsidhiee ssage

. And Christ is across. supported missionaries in Japan, Mexico,
iN th e :he g:]reat | - The lost sheep Papua New Guinea and other countries,
eacher. In . as well as several para-church organiza-
H a'rveSt? fact, in His - The lost coin tions. Our youth P:)ave traveled tc?
_ _ day, many - The lost (prodigal) son Mexico, Washington, and this spring to
called him rabbi, or teacher. One of the Al'l of these t eac handérizonalidianueservaBan dndhert e n o r -
ways he fre‘?“e”t'y taught wa.s thrqugh mous desire to save the lost. In fact, his  term missions. In January Brad Johnston
parables which are short stories with a desire for the salvation of all is made and Chris Veley of WCC shared their

Continued on Page 6
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The WCC newsletter is printed monthly as a service to the families and friends of Willamette Christian Church.
Regular Sunday Morning Programming
at Rosemont Ridge Middle School:
Worship Services WCC Staff WCC Elders
9:00 & 10:45a.m. Lead Pastor: Gary Snavely Dale Anderson
Preschool ; :
X ) Worship Pastor: Bill Berr

(ages birth— kindergarten) . P i . y Bruce Qarpenter
9:00 & 10:45 a.m. Director of Operations: Chris Yarco Rod Cruickshank
Elementary Youth Pastor: Sonny Varela Lee Dummer
(grades 1-4) Children’s Program Coordinator:  Dena Beymer Mark Foley
9:00 &10:45a.m. Business Manager: Dale Gibson Chuck Gault
Located at the Senior o ' o .
Center above the school. Ministry Manager: Kris Kildahl Gary Parkin
The Edge Pastoral Care: Chuck Boman Chuck Schroeder
(grades 5 & 6) Church Administrator: Lorraine Briggs Roy Wunderlich
10:45am. Production Manager: Debbie McCall
Junior High Administrative Assistant: Destiny Scholz
(grades 7 & 8) L . ' y>en
10:45 a.m. Administrative Assistant: Cathy Grenier
High School
(grades 9-12)
10:45 a.m. Office Hours: Mon.d Fri.,, 9:00 a.m. 8 5:00 p.m.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
Continued from Page 5

experience from a mission trip to Rwanda. Many heartshave Wh et her you ar e s edfffpléce,ortot o t h e

been stirred by the great needs in that war-torn country. work in a mission field near home, or whether you are a faithful

Families and individuals stepped up to sponsor children there. Asender o committing yourself toc
And since that time there are more and more people asking mi ssionaries, you have a role i
iwhat can we do to help?o0 And over the coming months the Missions team will be

A WCC Missions committee has been formed to explore how communicating more information about the missions that WCC
we as a body should take ac §upp8rtﬁath%wy?u&ap9ein\folp/ed.t he role of figo

among all peopl esodo to spr ea @leade prayerfullyconsdiderithe ralesthatdsbd issalihgyaoa to in o n
through Jesus Christ. We must each prayerfully consider what His great Harvest.
role God has for us in this important work. He wants all of us to —Pamela Ryan

be involved! Mission Team Member



