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A  ca r i n g  c o m m u n i t y  t h a t . . .   
                                                           

                                L ov e s  G o d     L ove s  Pe o p l e     S e r v e s  t h e  Wo r l d  

On Monday, May 7th, 
we cleared the final 
hurdle and closed on 
the property that will 
become the future 
home of Willamette 
Christian Church!   
Thank You, Lord! 
 
We thank each of 
y o u  f o r  y o u r 
generous support 
a n d  p r a y e r s 
throughout  th i s 
process. Now we 
crave your continued 
prayers and support 

as we enter the next phase of the Growing from the 
Heart campaign.  
 
The finance committee used $760,000 from the 
building fund to make the down payment on the 
$4,500,000 land purchase.  Over the next few months 
that committee will be securing the construction loan 
to support the building of Phase 1. 
 
Members of the building and finance committees 
include: Mark Foley, Rod Cruickshank, Roy 
Wunderlich, Chuck Gault, Bruce Carpenter, Lee 
Dummer, Teri Harrod, John Woolley, Don Kalkofen, 
Dale Gibson, and Chris Yarco.  These individuals  are 
carefully planning out the financial resources and 
building timelines around the pledge commitments 
from our congregation. The timely fulfillment of your 
pledges is greatly appreciated. 
 
Internally, the design review process is well 
underway; this includes the preliminary needs 
assessments with volunteer and staff representatives 
from all of the functional areas. We expect that this 
process will be refined over the next 90 days. In July 
we will be in a position to share with the congregation 
the preliminary design specifications and will conduct 
open meetings at the church for your input, comments 

and questions.  We will erect a Future Home of Willamette 
Christian Church sign on the property soon, and we are 
planning a special dedication ceremony in early fall to kick off 
the groundbreaking.    
 
We want to thank all of the people on the building and 
finance committees for their hard work and dedication.  
Please keep these people in your prayers. 
 
If you are new to Willamette, or would like to find out how you 
can participate in Growing from the Heart, please call the 
church office.  Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Yours In Christ,       
    Scott & Janell Richards, Follow Up Team  
                           Doug & Heather Berggren, Follow Up Team 

WILLAMETTE CLOSES ON NEW PROPERTY 

C H R I S T I A N C H U R C H 
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Senior Pastor Search 
 

For 16 years, Gary Snavely has led 
Willamette Christian Church as the Senior 
Pastor. We have been blessed by his 

leadership, and God has used him to bring 
many people to Christ, changing the lives 
of hundreds of members of the Southern 

Portland Metro Region. In January 2006, he 
announced his intentions for succession 
from his role to explore other areas of 

ministry which God has placed on his heart.  Since that time, he 
faithfully led us through the Growing from the Heart Capital 
Campaign and is experiencing the joy we all share that our 

future church home is an even greater reality.  Gary will lead 
our messages through June 17th, and then will be taking time to 
begin the next phase of his life.   We extend our prayers and 
our gratitude to Gary, and hope that you will participate in our 

June 17th ―Conversation with Gary‖ service at both 9:00 and 
10:45 am. 
 

In January 2007, after much prayer, discussion and alignment 

around the key components of the role, our elders commenced 
the search for a new Senior Pastor. Those key attributes 
include:  superior teaching and preaching skills; strong and 

proven team leadership and coaching background; core 
commitment and faithfulness to ministries; and exemplary 
personal characteristics and relationships. 
 

The search team of Bruce Carpenter, Dale Anderson, Rod 

Cruickshank, Chuck Gault, Robin Halverson, Colby Panter, 
Mike Wright, Dale Gibson and Chris Yarco was formed, 
representing individuals from all aspects of our church body.  

Together they have pored over resumes, DVD and CD sermon 
samples, and personally interviewed candidates. 
 

Since January we have received over 190 resumes from national 
and international sources. These sources include our 

relationships across the country with Christian Church leaders, 
colleges, resource boards, and through on-line ministry 
resources.  Through the process we have personally spoken to 

or met with 49 individuals. Recently, the search team narrowed 
the search from thirteen candidates to four final candidates. 

The papers are signed.. 

A Conversation With Gary Snavely                

Signing documents to close on the Property. It’s official! 

Sixteen years is a long time.  Just ask any fifteen-year-old 

waiting for a driver‘s license.  But in this case we‘re looking at 
the sixteen wonderful years Pastor Gary has served as senior 
pastor here at Willamette Christian Church.   

 
Being a pastor is a unique job.  A family relationship develops 
between the pastor and congregation, and that is precisely 

what makes it so hard to see Gary‘s time as senior pastor 
come to an end.    We‘ve grown with him, learned from him, 
been baptized by him, experienced joys and sorrows with 

him… essentially experienced life with God and our church 
together with Gary.  And now it‘s time to honor him. 

 
On Sunday, June 17th, our services will 

center around ―A Conversation with 
Gary.‖  This will be a special time of 
farewell to Gary as he culminates his 16 

years of service as senior pastor.  We 
invite you to participate in this special 
event in the following ways: 

 

 At the welcome tables, fill out an index card with a 

question for Gary to answer.  It might be something like, 
―What is your favorite Willamette Christian memory?‖  
Gary will then take service time on June 17th to address as 
many questions as possible and share his heart with you.  

In anticipation of this, grab an index card at services and 
return it prior to June 10th. 

 

 We will have baskets at services starting May 27th for you 
to drop off a personal card or letter to Gary, for his eyes 

only.  These will be confidentially bundled and given to 
him on June 17th for his personal viewing. 

 

 We will be presenting Gary with a special DVD, shown at 
services on June 17th, where church members and friends 
can express their appreciation and sentiments to him.  If 

you would like to be included in this DVD, please email 
Lorraine Briggs at wcc@integrity.com. □ 

Continued on back cover 

Chris Yarco 



June 

Sat. June 9th-- Magma Golf Tournament, Stone Creek, 8 am 

A great time of fellowship, birdies (or the dreaded bogie) and fun.  A         

no-host lunch and awards to follow.  Sign up soon and invite a guest from 

outside WCC to join your group.  Fees:  $49 (cart option, add $14 per 

person).  Tee-times begin at 8 am.  Visit www.oregongolf/stone creek for 

directions.  Michael Huss 503.557.0517 or Gary Yarco 503.722.9982. 
 

Sun. June 10th-- Graduate Sunday, RRMS, 9 & 10:45 am 

We will honor our high school and college graduates during services this 

Sunday.  Jr. and Sr. High students will attend services with their families.  

Pastor Sonny 503-656-2328. 

Registration deadline for HS Summer Camp is also today.  See page 5. 
 

Sun. June 17th-- Fatherõs Day  

A Conversation With Gary, RRMS, 9 & 10:45 am 

Pastor Gary‘s sixteen years with Willamette will culminate in this Sunday‘s 

celebration of his time with us.  Be sure to have your questions submitted, 

cards written, and Kleenex packed in advance.  See page 2. 

Promotion Sunday, RRMS, 9 & 10:45 am 

All students promote to the next grade level in Sunday school. 
 

June 20th-24th-- High School Summer Camp, Yelm, WA 

A fun week filled with discovering more about God, cool leaders, meeting 

new friends, eating good food, great team games, wakeboarding,, 

swimming, canoeing, horseback riding, paint-balling, bunk beds, Bible study 

& worship.  See page 5.  Pastor Sonny 503-656-2328.   
 

Sun. June 24th-- Baby Dedication, RRMS, 10:45 am 

Baby Dedications are a special time to introduce new babies to the church 

family.  As a body, we dedicate them to the Lord  and pray for their 

parents to raise them up to walk in the Lord‘s ways.  If you have a baby 

you would like to have dedicated, contact Donna Abbott 503.632.4945. 
 

June 24ñLeadership Meeting, WCC, 5:30-8:00 pm Stay tuned for more 

details. 
 

coming soon... 

July 16th-20thñ Vacation Bible School, WCC, 9 amð 12:15 pm 

―Son Force Kids‖— Spend a week as Special Agents decoding Joshua 1:9.  

This outreach event is for ingoing kindergarten through 6th graders and is 

free of charge!  Registration begins June 1st.  Dena 503.656.2328.  
 

July 30th- Aug 4th-- Trout Creek Bible Camp, Jr. High, Corbett, OR 

Our Junior High group takes a turn at Trout Creek Bible Camp and all the 

fun that entails.  Read more about the camp on page 5.  Register online at 

tcbc.com.  See page 5.  Pastor Sonny, 503.656.2328. 
 

August 20th-25thñ Trout Creek Bible Camp, Elementary,           

Corbett, OR 

This is an awesome overnight camp for ingoing 4th-6th graders.  We have 

30 spots for WCC‘s kids and their friends (one friend per WCC kid).  

Register online at tcbc.com.  (Our spaces open up to others beginning June 

1st.)  Dena 503.656.2328 or disneylanddena@yahoo.com. 
 

October 12th-13th-- Women of Faith Conference,                           

Portland Rose Garden, Advance Tickets $65. 

Advance ticket sales:   Cathie Gunn 503.656.4680. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
  

1 
registration begins  

for VBS 

2 
   

 

3 4 5 6 
 

 

7 
 

8 9 
MAGMA GOLF  

TOURNAMENT 

Stone Creek, 8am 

10 
GRADUATE SUNDAY 

(Jr. & Sr. High in service) 

RRMS 

 

11 12 13 
 

14 
 

15 16 
 

17 
FATHER‘S DAY                   

A CONVERSATION 

WITH GARY 

PROMOTION SUNDAY 

18 19 20 
HS SUMMER CAMP 

 

NO YOUTH GROUP 

21 
HS SUMMER CAMP 

22 
HS SUMMER CAMP 

23 
HS SUMMER CAMP 

24 
BABY DEDICATIONS 

RRMS 

HS SUMMER CAMP 

LEADERSHIP MEETING 

25 26 27 
 

28 
 

29 30 

SAVE THIS PAGE  

Willamette Christian Church (WCC)                         Sunday services at:  

2015 8th  Avenue                                                               Rosemont Ridge  
West Linn OR  97068                                                Middle School (RRMS) 

 503.656.2328                                                                      9:00 & 10:45 am 

willamettechurch.com 
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the World 

Amy Dimm Jeff Dimm 

Ahhhhhh… summer vacation.   Who doesn‘t 

love it??  Our regular volunteers (who‘ve 
served all year long) would love to spend a 
few Sunday mornings this summer enjoying 

services on their own schedule.    They‘ve 
earned our gratitude for being the hands and 
feet of Christ in our church every week, 

ministering to our Willamette family.  And 
that‘s where you come in...  
  

Ever wondered what ministry would be a good fit for you?  
Summer is a perfect time to test drive a new ministry.  (No long-
term commitments required.)  Make new friends, make a 
difference, and discover talents and passions you didn‘t even know 

you had! 
  
All our summer volunteers receive training and support for their 

roles.  (No, we don‘t expect you to be an expert on teaching the 
book of Deuteronomy to 3-year-olds.)  Just bring your love for 
Jesus, and the blessings you give this summer will be returned to 

you in abundance.  That‘s our quality guarantee!   
  
Make it happen 

Do you think Rosemont Ridge Middle School magically transforms 
itself into Willamette Christian Church after school on Fridays?  
Or that the church morphs back into a middle school on Sunday 

afternoons?  If you‘ve never seen an entire church unpacked from 
a box on Sunday morning, then repacked in the same box (and it 
still fits!) that afternoon, you‘ve missed out.  It probably isn‘t one 

of God‘s miracles, but it sure feels like it.  Our two set-up and two 
tear-down teams take turns, so they are serving only every other 
week.  (Insert ―family vacation‖ here.)  Truly, they do have a blast, 

and this is also a great opportunity for families or small groups to 
serve together.  Summer volunteers in this ministry work every 
other week from June 1 – September 9.   

  
Make a difference 
Want to make a lasting difference in the life of a child?  Don‘t feel 
qualified?  That‘s normal.  But if you love kids and love Jesus, there 

is a spot for you to serve in children‘s or student ministries this 
summer.  Teachers and assistants for nursery through 4th grade, 
teachers for The Edge (this is our cool group of 5th and 6th 

graders), greeters, snack servers and security team members-- all 

you need is a personal relationship with Jesus and a willingness to 

model this for His children.  Adults and high schoolers can be 
teachers or assistants, and jr. high students can be assistants as 
well.  Summer volunteers in Children‘s Ministry work 1st Service, 

2nd Service, or a little bit in between, June 17 – September 9.   
  
Make an impression 

Can anyone deny it?  Teenagers are a big deal.  How much 
advertising do you think the world aims at our teens every day?    
How much do we influence our teens as a church body?   These 

are make-or-break years, and you could spend a few hours this 
summer having a BIG influence on our Willamette teens.   They 
are an intelligent, fun group of people, and you‘ll feel years 
younger just hanging with them.  (Anti-aging effects have not yet 

been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration.)  Summer 
volunteers in Student Ministry work 2nd service or Wednesday 

nights from June 17 - September 9. □ 

 

Summertime and the Serving is Easy             serving   the     world 
WCC  MINISTRIES IN ACTION 

Kris Kildahl 

SET-UP AND TEAR-DOWN MINISTRY 

John Jahns 

503.656.1797 

HannesJahns@aol.com 

 

CHILDRENõS MINISTRY 

Dena Beymer 

503.516.6816 

disneylanddena@yahoo.com 

 

STUDENT MINISTRY 

Pastor Sonny 

503.656.2328 

pastorsonny@gmail.com 

take action 

B
A

P
T
IS

M
S
 

ò...get up, be baptized 
and wash your sins 

away, calling on His 
name.ó  -- Acts 22:16b 



Love   
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People 

Hello Mother, Hello Father                summer camps 

Women of Faith, $65, contact Cathie Gunn 656.4680 Jacob Dimm Max Dimm 

SENIOR HIGH CASCADE CAMP 

Yelm, WA 

ingoing 9th-graduating 12th grade 

June 20-24 

$235 (scholarships are available-contact church office for details) 

download registration form at willametteyouth.com 

registration deadline (& full payment):  June 10 

contact:  Pastor Sonny Varela 503.656.2328 

 

TROUT CREEK BIBLE CAMP, JR. HI 

Corbett, OR 

ingoing 7th-8th grade 

July 30- Aug 4 

$220 (scholarships are available-contact church office for details) 

register online at tcbc.com 

contact:  Pastor Sonny Varela 503.656.2328 

 

WILLAMETTE VBSñNEW LOCATION!! 

Sunset Primary School, 2351 Oxford St., West Linn 

ingoing K-ingoing 6th grade 

July16-20 

FREE 

registration form at WCC beginning June 1  

contact:  Dena 503.656.2328, disneylanddena@yahoo.com 

 

TROUT CREEK BIBLE CAMP 

Corbett, OR 

ingoing 4th-ingoing 6th grade 

August 20-25  

$215 (-$50) = $165 (scholarships are available-contact church 

office for details) 
register online at tcbc.com 

registration deadline for reserved spots:  June 1 

contact:  Dena 503.656.2328, disneylanddena@yahoo.com 

take action 
Imagine swimming with your friends in the 

summer sun, riding BMX bikes over crazy 
paths, or riding mountain bikes round and 
round ‗til your legs are ready to drop.  Can 

you picture the thrill (and smell) of riding 
horses twice your size, or reaching the top 
of a climbing wall for the first time? How 

about the excitement of sleeping in a 
covered wagon or cabin with your friends? 

And consider the fun of  hiking, crafts, capture the flag, and all the 

other things that make a summer just plain wonderful.  
 
Now imagine being ten and doing it all in one week! Sitting around 
a huge campfire singing praises to the awesome God you‘ve been 

hearing about all day.  Spending so much time with Him, you feel 
you‘re as close to heaven as you can get on this earth.  
 

All this and more awaits your kids at Trout Creek Bible Camp** 
this summer!  We have thirty spots available the week of August 
20th—25th at this most amazing camp.  I can say it is amazing 

because this is where I went every summer as a teen.  I have told 
my kids about it from the time they were small. My favorite 
memories include standing under a waterfall singing our newly 

learned camp songs, the wakey-wakey song that heralded each 
new day of adventures, and the quiet worship songs that have 
been my own children‘s lull-a-byes.  A week‘s worth of memories 

that will affect your children forever-- that‘s what this week holds. 
 
Register now.  Our spots are reserved until June 1st, then they 

open to the rest of the community.  Be sure any friends that 
register put Willamette as their church so the kids will be 
together at camp.  The Registration form says the cost of camp is 

$215, but the missions committee has offered a $50 scholarship to 
each child, making it just $165.00. There are other scholarships 
available, so be sure your child gets this chance to go to camp.  I 

look forward to spending this week with your kids!!   
 
In His love, 

 

 
 
 

**check out their website at www.tcbc.com 

 

 
 
 

Dena Beymer 
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WCC Staff 
 

 

Lead Pastor:   Gary Snavely 

Worship Pastor:   Bill Berry  

Director of Operations:  Chris Yarco 

Youth Pastor:   Sonny Varela 

Childrenôs Program Coordinator: Dena Beymer 

Business Manager:  Dale Gibson 

Ministry Manager:  Kris Kildahl 

Pastoral Care:   Chuck Boman 

Church Administrator:  Lorraine Briggs 

Production Manager:  Debbie McCall 

Administrative Assistant: Destiny Scholz 
 

 

Office Hours:  Mon.ð Fri.,  9:00 a.m. ð 5:00 p.m. 

Worship Services  

9:00 & 10:45 a.m.  
 

Preschool   

(ages birthï kindergarten) 
9:00 & 10:45 a.m. 
 

Elementary 

(grades 1ï 4) 
9:00 & 10:45 a.m. 
 

The Edge 

(grades 5 & 6) 
10:45 a.m. 
 

Junior High 

(grades 7 & 8) 
10:45 a.m. 
 

 

Regular Sunday Morning Programming  

at Rosemont Ridge Middle School: 

The WCC newsletter is printed monthly as a service to the families and friends of Willamette Christian Church. 

WCC Elders 
 

           Dale Anderson 

Bruce Carpenter 

        Rod Cruickshank

  Lee Dummer 

                 Mark Foley

 Chuck Gault 

        Gary Parkin   

Chuck Schroeder 

Roy Wunderlich 

After in-depth interviews with these four, a single candidate was 
selected to move forward in the process. 
 

As of this writing, the final candidate continues to learn more 
about WCC, and us about him.  He is undergoing complete 
background and reference checks, and he and his family are 

meeting the elders and core staff members.  At such a time that 
God calls, we will present the nominated candidate for 
affirmation by the church body. 

 

We invite you to continue to pray for God‘s will to be done in 
this search.  We ask for your prayers for the candidate and for 
us and that all would seek Him in this decision.  It has been a 

humbling process to meet so many men who are committed to 
changing lives for Christ, and who are dedicated to equipping 
disciples in their communities.  We have been privileged to learn 

about the tremendous work being done across the country for 
His kingdom.  Together, we wait in joyous anticipation for the 
next phase of Willamette Christian Church. □ 

Continued from Page 2 


