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Over |75 kids...
Over 70 volunteers...
Combined to become...

SON FORCE AGENTS >

By Dale Anderson, Chairman of the Elders

As a caring community that loves God, loves people and serves
the world, we want to ensure that the work God is doing in the
lives of our church body and in the HIStory of our church is
shared and communicated with everyone. As elders, leaders
and staff, we want to be transparent and authentic — sharing
both the exciting things that are happening and the
opportunities that are in front of us as a church. There are
many ways for communication to flow — and we invite your
ideas in addition to what’s below:

e  Attend weekly services on Sundays for relevant
messages, plus updates and spiritual direction from our Elders.

e Provide your email address on the response card and
receive our weekly email update.

e Check out the weekly bulletin during Sunday services for
updates and hotsheets.

e Visit willamettechurch.com for the latest on the church,
the building project, and other important events.

e Read the newsletter each month.

e Contact one of the staff members or elders via phone or
email with any questions or concerns you have. Feel free to

visit the church directory for email and phone numbers, or call
us at 503.656.2328.

During periods of great change, God’s hand is always at work.
There will be seen and unseen battles taking place as the
enemy seeks to thwart the good work that God is doing. As we
act with grace and forgiveness, with faith and not fear, we
work with Him in the perfect plan He has for us.

As we make final decisions on our Lead Pastor and journey
toward the groundbreaking event for our new church home on
October 7, it is important to remember that we are at this place
in HIStory to be servants to each other and to the community in
which we live. It’s not about the person or about the building —
it’s about the work that He would have us do for Him. Thank
you for your faith and trust in Him, the one to whom all glory
and honor is given. Thank you for your hearts on behalf of
Willamette Christian Church.

our place in HlStOI"y

Sunday, October 7th. Be there as 50 years culminate in
ONE place at ONE time. Be there as all of Willamette
Christian Church meets together for ONE service to
celebrate our 50" anniversary as a church. Be there to
break ground on our new church property. Be there to
celebrate the past, present and future of Willamette... to
celebrate our place in HIStory.

Our Place: who we are, breaking the ground of our new
place in West Linn

In HIStory: celebrating 50 years; knowing that it is HIS
church— then, now, and forever

Families and friends will come together, visitors will feel
the caring warmth of our community, and we’ll all celebrate
this incredible place that God has brought us to — 50 years
old, and ready to start anew at the top of the hill.

A 27-member team is preparing this
celebration for our church, to be hosted at
Rosemont Ridge Middle School as follows:

Coffee, pastries, fellowship/ video and
presentation boards reflecting our 50
year history

One Servi

r the whole

11:45 am

12:30 pm  Parade walk to the new property with

groundbreaking and time capsule
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Lead Pastor
Update

As of the end of
July, the elders
are in discussion
with a single Lead
Pastor candidate.
God has opened every door, and both the
elders and this candidate have excitement
and anticipation as they pray, journey and
explore the future together. We ask for
your continued prayers as we seek His
guidance in our efforts and as He prepares
this candidate for the decisions ahead.

Children’s Pastor Update

We are very pleased to welcome Robben
Lyons as our new Children’s Pastor. As of
August 6th, she will team with Dena
Beymer and our wonderful volunteers to
lead our programs for children ages six
weeks through sixth grade.

Robben believes in using visionary
teamwork, unified leadership, and strong
relationships to center all work around
Christ. She is focused on training,
developing and motivating volunteers so
they can be the heart of Jesus to our young
children. She offers a listening ear and
guidance through small groups and through
one-on-one family education. She has
created and designed bible-based
curriculum for children, and makes
programs, events, and activities for kids
exciting, fun, and Christ-centered.

Robben and her husband, Garth, are
relocating from the Springfield, Oregon,
area where she was formerly the Children’s
Pastor for Northwood Christian Church.
Her time with Northwood Christian spans
20 years, and she joined their staff in 1999

as the Children’s Pastor. While there, she
founded their Preschool and developed a
vibrant ministries program serving
hundreds of children each week. Her
education is in Bible and Christian Ministry
from Eugene Bible College. She has four
grown children, Joe, Cindy, Rebecca and
Laura, all living, working or going to
school in the Portland/Vancouver area.

Robben is thrilled to be joining the
Willamette Christian Church family, and
we are thrilled to welcome her. Her first
weeks of orientation will be spent getting to
know our volunteers and staff and working
with the team to build on the offerings for
children and families.

Building Update

On October 7, we will celebrate the official
groundbreaking of our new church home
together during Our Place in HIStory.
Don’t miss this special event celebrating
our 50™ Anniversary and commencing our
next 50 years.

Just Walk Across the Room

What if you knew that by simply crossing
the room and saying hello to someone, you
could change that person’s foreveR Just a
few steps to make an eternal difference. It
has nothing to do with methods and
everything to do with taking a genuine
interest in another human being. All you
need is a heart that’s in tune with the Holy
Spirit and a willingness to venture out of
your “circle of comfort” and into another
person’s life.

So

recently

we were

joining

hands

across the aisles, praying for God to reveal
the site of our new church property... And
now with God’s provision we have just
made the first official loan payment on our
new church property!

Now the fun really starts! With our hearts
set on December 2008 as the move-in date,
our new architectural firm, Myhre
Architects, is fully in action. They are
working to capitalize on the amazing views
and landscape we have on the 34.7 acres on
Salamo Road. We have put out to bid the
general contracting work, and the Building
Committee will soon select from among the
top three respondents. As designs are more
fully formed we will share them with the
congregation and with small groups.

During the month of August, every Sunday,
we will have food and fellowship between
and after services outside the main doors of
Rosemont Ridge. This will be a chance for
you to sign up and join a small group if you
are not already in one. And it’s a great time
to enjoy the company of our church family.
During the month of September we will
have a series of worship services on Just
Walk Across the Rogrand a series of four
small group meetings designed to prepare
us all to make a difference in the life of
another human being. We’ve cleared the
deck of other church activities during the
month of September so you and your
family can participate in this enriching and
life—changing series of messages.
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: 4 g;j The heart

of this
important
message
series is that
we learn to
share our love
for Jesus in
real,
transparent,
and fully
authentic
ways.

Just.

During this
four week

Across
Room: o

A Lafe ( rin series, and
Church Experience simultaneous
small group
discussions,
each of us
will become
better equipped to do this. It will be engaging and
entertaining, and the book, dvds and workbooks are
interactive, fun and non-threatening.

Small Groups are at the core of us being “A Caring
Community that Loves God, Loves People and Serves the
World.” God designed us to be in fellowship with each
other. Small groups are the avenue through which deeper
and richer relationships are established and grow, and the
vehicle through which we serve others.

Earlier this spring, you will recall we did a small group
survey during Sunday services. Let’s take a look at what
we heard: 120 people responded that they are in a small
group to learn about the bible. Another 120 responded
that they are in a small group for fellowship and
friendship. 62 responded that they were part of a small
group for the opportunity to serve others. Great reasons,
all of them.

When asked why people are not in a small group, 37
responded that their busy schedules do not allow for it. 14
said they would like to attend but have never been asked.
14 said they do not have childcare. 13 said they are
uncomfortable sharing personal issues with other people,
and 10 said it is difficult to enter a group with new people.
While small in number, this probably accurately
represents the sentiments of the over 350 regular church

attenders who are not currently in a small group.

Today we have 24 recorded small groups that meet for
fellowship, Bible study, and service work. There are also
many other groups that meet weekly which have the
attributes of small groups, even though we have not
identified them as such. Our men’s group, MAGMA,
meets every Saturday morning for large group and small
group study. Women of Willamette (WOW) has
coordinated Bible studies throughout the year which
engage in large and small group activities.

We’re asking you to commit to being a part of a small
group for the Just Walk Across the Roanessage series.
We’ve asked ministry leaders to suspend other activities,
events and curriculums during September so that we as a
church can ensure everyone has a place in their schedule
for Just Walk Across the Roerand that we have a full
church-wide emphasis.

In September we’ll have our four weeks of messages and
small group curriculum. This culminates with Our Place
in HIStoryon October 7th—a special celebration at
Rosemont Ridge of our 50th anniversary and a ground-
breaking ceremony at the new church property. It will be
a time of food and fellowship, worship and celebration.
We’ll celebrate our 50 year history and launch the next 50
years. It is the perfect opportunity to invite those we’ve
met by “walking across the room” to experience the caring
community that we are.

To help align our energies, and to place our focus around
the September message series and October celebration,
we’ve wrapped our August Church Picnic and Fall Corn
Feed into this one event. A team of key people that has
traditionally planned and hosted these events is already
making preparationsfori Our Pl ace i n

take action

Sign up to lead or
participate in a small group:
- online at willamettechurch.com

- in the lobby between church services
- by calling the church office, 503.656.2328
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July 30thAug 4th  Trout Creek Bible Camp, Jr. High, Corbett, OR
Our Junior High group takes a turn at Trout Creek Bible Camp and all the
fun that entails. Pastor Sonny, 503.656.2328.

Aug5th Dondt Worry,; Be Happy,
Mike Donahue, anchorman for KOIN, will be our guest.

RRMS,

Aug 12th Walking With Christ, RRMS, 9&10:45 am
Nate Emhoff, Area Director for Young Life ministries, will be our guest.

Aug 19th The Epic Story, RRMS, 9&10:45 am
Nate Emhoff, Area Director for Young Life ministries, will join us again.

Aug 26th tba, RRMS, 9&10:45 am
Al Egg, chaplain for the Portland Trailblazers, the Portland State Football
Team and the Portland Beavers Baseball Team, brings us his message.

Aug 20tH25thi  Trout Creek Bible Camp, Elementary, Corbett, OR
This is an awesome overnight camp for ingoing 4th-6th graders. We have
30 spots for WCC’s kids and their friends (one friend per WCC kid).
Register online at tcbc.com. Dena, 503.656.2328 or
disneylanddena@yahoo.com.

Sun Mon Tue

Willamette Christian Church (WCC)
2015 8th Avenue
West Linn OR 97068
503.656.2328
willamettechurch.com

S 6 7

MIKE DONAHUE WELCOME ROBBEN
ANCHORMAN, KOIN LYONS
New Children’s Pastor

13

services at:
Rosemont Ridge
Middle School (RRMS)
9:00 & 10:45 am

12

NATE EMHOFF
AREA DIRECTOR,
YOUNG LIFE

19

14

20 21

JHI SUMMER CAMP

Aug26th Just Wal k Across the Ro8pm Gr
Small Group leaders meet for training on Just Walk Across the Room.

9&10: 45 am
September HBOthA  Just Walk Across the Room

For some of us the hardest thing to do is share our story- to tell others
what Jesus has meant in our lives. These four weeks of powerful
messages, specially designed small group materials and fresh ways of
reaching out to those around you will show that with the leadership of the
Holy Spirit, you CAN just “walk across the room"...and make a difference.
See page 3.

October 7t Our Place in HIStory, RRMS & the new church property, 9 ar
Be there as 50 years culminate in ONE place at ONE time. Be there as all

of Willamette Christian Church meets together for ONE service to

celebrate our 50th anniversary as a church. Be there to break ground on

our new church property. Be there to celebrate the past, present and

future of Willamette... to celebrate our place in HIStory. See page 2.

October 12th3th--Women of Faith Conference, $65, Portland Rose Garde!
Advance tickets available now: Cathie Gunn 503.656.4680.

Wed Thu Fri

1 2 3

JHI SUMMER CAMP JHI SUMMER CAMP

Sat

4

JHI SUMMER CAMP

10 11

15 16 17 18

22 23 24 25

NATE EMHOFF
AREA DIRECTOR,
YOUNG LIFE

26

AL EGG, CHAPLAIN,
PDX TRAILBLAZERS

Leader Training, wec, 6pm

ELEMENTARY SUMMER
CAMP

27

ELEMENTARY SUMMER
CAMP

28

ELEMENTARY SUMMER
CAMP

29

ELEMENTARY SUMMER
CAMP

30

ELEMENTARY SUMMER
CAMP

31

ELEMENTARY SUMMER
CAMP

save this page




take action

WCC’s Prayer Team receives regular email updates from members requesting prayer for friends,
family and others in need. If you would like to join the Prayer Team, or if you have a prayer request
of your own, contact Barb Marold at wceprayefrequestswner@googlegroups.esrfi03.657.3416.

On November 12, 2004, my life changed Having exhausted all other options, in airline miles to help get me to Boston.
forever. It wasn’t a car accident or November of 2006 my doctor removed These were people | had never met. Little
disease; it was a light bulb. 1 simply went me from school and confined me to our did I know, the miracles were just
to work one day attending a teacher  in home for six months with the hopes that beginning.
-service training in the gymnasium at limiting light exposure might aid in
Bryant Elementary School in Lake healing. | was allowed out of the house After reviewing this treatment option with
Oswego. Unbeknownst to any of us at the once a month for an hour to go to the eye my doctor and the doctors at the Boston
time, several of my colleagues and | were doctor and then returned straight back Foundation for Sight we decided to walk
seated directly home. We forward in faith. This was our last hope.
beneath a broken hung brown The looming alternative was a permanent
Type “R” metal parcel paper disability. The doctors in Boston were
halide light. These over windows quite clear they had never treated this type
lights are commonly to limit light. of radiation exposure before, but had been
used to illuminate Our Christmas successful on 3-4 other attempts with
school gyms, box tree had to be different sources of radiation. The other
warehouse stores, unplugged. 1 step of faith was financial. SAIF
convention centers, Sle was no longer (Oregon’s Worker’s Comp.) hadn't
airplane hangars, : allowed to go to decided if they would pay or not. We put
barns, and other " ] church, but was everything on our credit card.
large spaces. The ‘ | l blessed by . .
environmental ‘, S being able to While preparing to head to Boston we
studies that _;'{ ‘b- listen to Gary’s were _surrounded in love apd. suppor_t. We
followed said we Kellie and her husband, Joel, watch GoverngKUfOR &mesign Phaq s:cx offeri ?|f peop_lle V\{;”;]n? to gtlve
exceeded a full S il 479 banning tvoe R metal halif group eir frequent tlyer miles to help get me
24-hour UV enate Bl anning type Kk metal ha 'grac,gf}i Y there. This included parents of children |
radiation exposure every 8 minutes while changed locations to our house so that | had taught in the past but hadn’t had in
in the gym. We were there approximately could continue to study and pray with my classroom for two years. A special
5.5 hours giving us an UV exposure equal them. I’'m convinced there are times we friend who was unemployed sent me a
to 41 consecutive days. survived solely by faith in a God who is check for $20 and said, “Have lunch on
bigger than our circumstances, by prayer, me in Boston.” Another friend stopped
The radiation burns were to our eyes and and with the help of friends and family. by the day before I left with $200 in cash
exposed skin including hands, faces, and to cover the taxi ride to and from Logan
necks. The following two years consisted In April of 2007 AP Press wrote a story Airport and the hotel. One parent knew |
of 24-hour pain and extreme light about the danger of these lights and our had been running on a treadmill and lost a
sensitivity. There have been well over a accident that was picked up by 108 news few inches. She went shopping and
hundred doctor appointments, days and agencies worldwide. We received a brought me clothes of various sizes so |
nights of having my eyes taped shut, phone call from a Christian woman who could “shop” at home. She told me, “Pick
punctal plugs, albumin treatments, and had read the article in Arizona. She what you want; I will buy one outfit, you
countless regimes of eye drops. Any shared that her son had radiation burns to can pay me for anything on top of that,
activity that required me to go outside one of his eyes from cancer treatment. He and I will return the rest.”
meant dark sunglasses, a black visor and a was able to get relief at the Boston
black umbrella. Foundation for Sight. The same woman

and her son offered to combine their Continued on back cov
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all youth all the time—
visit WCC’s youth webpage at

willametteyouth.com

Café Charisma f 7

the 9 am service and before ~
e

After

the 10:45 service, all high school students are
invited to attend our teen relevance discussion
in the Rosemont art room. We’ll explore how
that particular day’s sermon topic relates to the
lives of modern teens. This is a relaxed
environment for honesty, community and fun.

L .

Stop by the Charisma Café on your way to the art
room. Our skilled barista will be dispensing iced
frappuccinos at no cost to you!

All high school students welcome!

What's Happening With Junio

O nuly 9, 2007, our junior high students started on a two-year
journey to read through the entire story of the Bible. We
started by asking the question, “What is a Bible?” We learned about the
Old Testament’s Law, Prophets, and Writings, and the New Testament’s
Gospels, History and Epistles. (No, the Epistles are not the wives of the
Apostles.) Next we learned how the Bible came to be in its present form

in our contemporary English translations. This gave students the
background needed to understand what a special book the Bible really is
before we dug into its treasures. The day before our Jr. Highers left for
camp, we discussed the reasons we know we can trust the Bible. This
foundational study is crucial to looking at scripture not just for
knowledge, but also for truth. Finally, August 5th, we will begin “in the
beginning” with Genesis, Chapter 1.

Feel free to jump in at any time, and remember, the more sessions you can
make, the better for you, as each will build on the last. We plan to make it
interesting, relevant, and fun for students as they are being equipped for
their next stage of life.

Parents are welcome and encouraged to attend any of our activities.
Weekly homework will be assigned for the entire family so be sure to ask
your students about it. You’ll find homework pages at the WCC Youth
Page, willametteyouth.com — you can keep up with the weekly
homework and have some great discussions at home!

Garage Sale Shows WCC as a Caring
Community ...and Raises over $600 for
the Building Fund

Thanks to the generous donation of items by many WCC
members and one non-member, the sale on July 13th and
14th was a huge success. The garage, driveway and front
lawn were full of donated merchandise, which rapidly
found new homes.

The original intention to raise money for the building
fund became secondary not long into the first morning of
the sale when a woman with three young children and
very little money came by needing clothing. Helping her
became a priority, and she left blessed by WCC’s Love
for People.

At 3:30 on Friday, an older woman arrived. She’d had
her niece drive her from Hillshoro to pick up a free bed
frame. Two cross-country moves, and selling everything
she ownegl, had le ith nothing. At age 70, she was
H ﬁh e bed of the pickup was filled
WI many hlngs she would need to start her life

again, and she left shedding tears of gratitude and thanks
for such a Caring Church.

This sale would not have happened without the help of
many people who brought items, helped set up, cashiered,
tore down, and delivered what little was left to the Red,
White and Blue store. Everyone involved played a role
in showing that WCC is a Caring Community that Loves
God, Loves People and Serves the World. ;hank you!

— Barb Marold
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The WCC newsletter is printed monthly as a service to the families and friends of Willamette Christian Church.

Regular Sunday Morning Programming
at Rosemont Ridge Middle School:

Worship Services
9:00 & 10:45 a.m.

Preschool

(ages birth—3 years)
9:00 & 10:45 a.m.
Elementary

(4 years— 4th grade)
9:00 & 10:45 a.m.
The Edge

(grades 5 & 6)
10:45 a.m.

Junior High
(grades 7 & 8)
10:45 a.m.

High School
(grades 9-12)

Café Charisma & 10:45 Adult Services

On the Wings of Prayer continued from pagenge.of the staff, and my husband and I all
cried. We were keenly aware that we were in

the heart of a miracle as it was happening. |

My bags were packed with a bible, a happy
face card from a very special student,
scriptures from a friend and hope. | was
beginning to get the feeling that I wouldn’t
need an airplane to get to Boston. | felt as if |
could fly there on the wings of prayer that

were lifting me up.

After an initial assessment in Boston the
doctors fitted me with a trial pair of sclera
lenses. These are oversized hard contact
lenses filled with 25-30 drops of solution that
creates a liquid bandage over the cornea.
During the course of the next thirty minutes
they gradually raised the level of the lights in
the room to normal. | could tolerate the light
for the first time in 2.5 years. The doctors,

WCC Staff

Worship Pastor:
Youth Pastor:

Bill Berry
Sonny Varela

Chi | dr e n '(smrtingAug6) Robben Lyons

Pastoral Care:

Director of Operations:

Church Administrator:
Production Manager:

Administrative Assistant:

Chil dren’s
Business Manager:

Chuck Boman

Chris Yarco

Lorraine Briggs

Debbie McCall

Destiny Scholz
Program Coor di

Dale Gibson

Office Hours: Mon.d Fri., 9:00 am.d 5:00 p.m.

knew at that moment that much of my normal

life was going to return. The entire time | was

at the Boston Foundation for Sight | felt as if
angels were outside circling the building.

The rest of the week was full of emotional
highs and lows as the team of doctors worked
to create a custom pair of lenses for me. It
also included training in insertion, care, and
removal of the lenses. | have never felt more
surrounded in prayer in my life than during

that week in Boston.

The prosthetic lenses are not a cure, but, like
other prosthetic devices, they allow me to

nat or :

WCC Elders

Dale Anderson
Bruce Carpenter
Rod Cruickshank
Lee Dummer
Mark Foley
Chuck Gault
Gary Parkin
Chuck Schroeder
Rop Wunderlighe y m

end of August. On June 11, 2007 Governor
Kulongoski signed Senate Bill 479 into law
banning type R metal halide lights from

Oregon schools.

At this time four of my colleagues continue
to suffer debilitating pain and light sensitivity

from their eye burns. Additionally, one of

them has had to have surgery for a Clark’s
level 3 malignant melanoma on her cheek
which her doctor believes is related to our
accident. Please continue to pray for their
healing and opportunity to be treated in

Boston. | can assure you that your prayers

have been an integral part of my miracle.
Never think for a moment that a prayer

gain much of my life back. | am hopeful
about returning to my teaching career at the

doesn’t matter. I am humbled and grateful to
have traveled on the wings of your prayers.

— Kellie



