
W e are excited to announce that on August 19th, Joel 
Dombrow was officially confirmed by the congregation to be 
the next Lead Pastor of Willamette Christian Church! 

 
Joel and his wife, Joy, are native to the 

Northwest and have been married for 
13 years.  Together, they share a 

passion to be used by God to make a 
difference for Christ in the world.  

Following where God leads them 
collectively was central to Joelôs decision 

to pursue our Lead Pastor role. 
 
Joelôs life objective is to teach, model and 

inspire others to live affectionate, authentic 
and actively obedient Christ-centered lives in 

the local church and community.   He received 
his Bachelorôs of Theology and Masters of 

Pastoral Studies from Multnomah Biblical 

Seminary, graduating with honors and with an 
emphasis in Ministries Management and 

Development.  
 

Joel served in youth ministries for the past 13 years, 
with his most current role as High School Pastor for 

Rolling Hills Community Church of Oregon.  For over 
six years, Joel built and led a vibrant program that  

served over 300 students weekly.  He had the primary 
responsibility for all aspects of teaching and designing the 

worship program each week and lead a staff that 
coordinated all aspects of youth ministries.   Joel was active in outreach 
and missions-oriented work at RHCC, and most recently led a group of 200 
students and adult leaders to Mississippi to support Hurricane Katrina 
Relief.  His experience in this key role at RHCC has prepared him well to 
take on and grow with the future growth of Willamette Christian Church. 
 

Joelôs openness, sincerity, and authentic humility are immediately apparent.  
His talents as a teacher and leader are vast, as he combines humor and 
warmth with relevant, life-changing gospel messages.  Those who know 
Joel well immediately speak of his humility, his warmth and his  enthusiasm 
for people and for life.  They point to his ability to reach people ñwhere they 
areò and his ability to create a safe and welcoming environment for 
individuals to explore who Christ is, and to deepen their faith.   
 

Joel values team work and the ethic of living out a Christ-centered lifeðin 
all aspects of his life.  His gifts of teaching, motivating, leading and seeking 
excellence for Christ are exciting attributes that he brings to WCC.  His 
energy and enthusiasm for this community, and for our church future, will 
serve us for decades to come.   
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ñW hatôs Just Walk Across the Room?ò I finally 
asked.  Around the table sat the various members of the 

Communications Team.  As strategies were made and dates 
nailed down in a highly efficient planning meeting, I had 

brought the conversation to a very efficienté stop.  

Apparently everyone (except me) knew about the message 

series that was being planned for September.   
 

ñHere, you might want to read this,ò  Chris said as she jumped 

from her chair to grab a book off the shelf.  I took the book 
with interest, wondering at the catchy titleé Just Walk Across 
the Room.  Sounds interesting.  Simple Steps Pointing People 
to Faith.  Oh, no.  As I read the sub-title, I quickly put the 

book under my pile of papers.  It sounded suspiciously like a 

book on the ñE-wordò (evangelism).  Something so far out of 

my comfort zone, it made me a little nervous just to read the 

title. 
 

I know there are a lot of great evangelists out thereé Billy 

Graham comes to mind most readily, of course, but Iôve 

known some pretty good local characters as well.  People who 

care enough to remind friends and strangers alike that Jesus 

loves them and died for them.  Thereôs also a man with a 

cardboard sign who stands outside the local high school, 

shaking his fist and yelling at kids that theyôre going to hell if 

they donôt accept Jesus Christ.  Heôs made great strides in 

turning me off to evangelism, and if I wasnôt already a 

Christian heôd have turned me off to that, too.   
 

I admit, there have been many times Iôve felt guilty about my 

anti-evangelistic role in our evangelical Christian church.  Iôve 

ignored the Holy Spiritôs promptings to talk to someone about 

Christ because I was embarrassed or felt like I didnôt have all 

the answers to the questions they might ask.  Iôve even invited 

people to church and they didnôt come, leaving me sure Iôd 

made some sort of evangelistic blunder and this was best left 
to people with the right ñgifting.ò  If God wanted me to reach 

out to people, heôd have made me better at it. 
 

But itôs interesting.  Mark Foley mentioned once that in a  

  whatõs happening NOW             JUST  

baptisms 
ò...Get up, be baptized and wash your sins away, calling on His name.ó  

 -Acts 22:16b 
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Building Update  

Progress on our new church 

home continues as our architect, 
Myhre Group, is in full design 

phase.  They have met multiple 

times with the building 

committee at the property, 

working to maximize the views 

for each of the different building 

phases.   

 

We are currently in the process 

of interviewing general 

contractors and will have a 
decision by the end of the 

month on our partner here.   

 

We will officially break ground 

on the property October 7th at 

the Our Place in HIStory event 

(see page 4).  There, past and 

current leaders of WCC, 

community leaders, and our 

congregation will dedicate the 

land after the celebration of our 

50 year anniversary.  We will 
also bury a time capsule on the 

property containing 

memorabilia and significant 

tokens of the first 50 years of 

our history. 

 
Just Walk Across the Room  

What if you knew that by 

simply crossing the room and 

saying hello to someone, you 

could change that personôs 

forever?  Just a few steps to 

make an eternal difference.  It 

has nothing to do with methods 

and everything to do with taking 
a genuine interest in another 

human being.  All you need is a 

heart thatôs in tune with the 

Holy Spirit and a willingness to 

venture out of your ñcircle of 

comfortò and into another 

personôs life. 

 

During the month of September 

we will have a series of worship 

services on Just Walk Across 
the Room, and a series of four 
small group meetings designed 

to prepare us all to make a 

difference in the life of another 

human being.  Weôve cleared 

the deck of other church 

activities during the month of 

September so you and your 

family can participate in this 

enriching and lifeïchanging 

series of messages.Ǐ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Chris Yarco 

Itõs not too late to join a 

small group for 

September!  Contact 

Ruth McClanahan for a 

small group in your area: 
 

ruth@mcclanahan.cx 

503.692.3299 

 

take action  


