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A caring community that loves God, loves people and serves the world 

FINANCIAL PEACE  
it can be yoursé7 

Itôs been on her mind for years.   As the leader of Willametteôs Meals Ministry for seven years, Suzanne 

Huss has often thought of expanding the ministry to reach more people.  After delivering countless 

boxes of food to people in need, she knew of quite a few families and individuals within West Linn and 

adjoining neighborhoods who could use an extra meal on a regular basis.  And from her heart for those 

who hunger, The Table was born.  

 

The Table is Willametteôs newest ministry, offering anyone a no-questions-asked breakfast, free of 

charge, every Friday morning.  To prepare for its opening January 25th, numerous volunteers cleaned 

and remodeled the 10th Street buildingôs kitchen facility and adjoining room.  Volunteers also began 

recruiting food donations and fundraising, as charitable contributions are the sole source of resources 

for this ministry.  By now, you may be thinking (hopefully) is there anything I can do to help?  And the 

answer is yes! 

 

First and foremost, your prayers are needed for the successful continuation of this ministry and for it to 

reach people who donôt yet know of Godôs love for them.  There are also various opportunities to help, 

from serving on Friday mornings to being a driver or making phone calls.  Last, but definitely not least, 

are the food donations that are essential to this ministryôs success.  If you know of or work for any 

business or individual who might consider sponsoring this outreach, we pray that you would speak with 

them about this opportunity.  Additionally, if you would like to contribute, your donations will be 

warmly accepted on behalf of those who would otherwise go without.  

 
 

breakfast is served  
theTable 

MY HERO  
by Pastor Joelé2 

OUR PLACE IN HIStory  
celebrateé4 

Fridays   6 - 8am 
10th St. Building  
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ò...get up, be baptized 
and wash your sins 
away, calling on His 
name.ó  -- Acts 22:16b 

my HERO. 
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      God 
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Continued on page 5... 

Joyôs (thatôs my wife) grandfather, 
Bill, is on my short list of personal 
heroes.  Hopefully I can introduce 
him to you in person some day, but 
for now, let me give you a glimpse of 
what heôs like.  Bill is 93 years oldé
going on 63.  He chooses to live in a 
duplex that he owns, and he makes 
an extra buck by renting out the other 

side.  He even continues to drive (safely!), as long as itôs not too 
dark outside.  Recently, he was caught on a ladder cleaning out 
his gutters.  Not bad for 93. 
 
Bill has lived a relatively simple life.  He worked very hard as a 
logger, alongside his brothers, for many years.  Bill always pays 
his bills on time, has chosen never to live in debt, is a leader in 
his church, and is generally a caring and content human being. 
Bill also loves peopleéespecially children.  While he enjoys 
taking in a ballgame, on more than one occasion I have heard 
him say something like, ñThere is no source for better 
entertainment than watching children.  Thatôs all there is to it.ò  
He really gets a kick out of kidséand believe me, his grandkids 
know it.  Iôm pretty sure thatôs why their faces light up when they 
see him. 
 
Not only is Bill a manôs man (Did I mention that he was a 
logger?), but heôs also a family man.  He has taken exceptional 
physical, emotional, and spiritual care of his wife of 60 years 
(prior to her passing several years ago) and his 3 childrené
including his only daughter who has suffered for decades with a 
mental illness. 
 
Bill has also prayed hard and studied Scripture hard...really 
hard.  Heôs a man with strong biblical convictionséa man with 
integrity who lives out the truths that he teaches.  Who knows 
how many Bible study classes heôs taught and how many 
peopleôs lives heôs touched over the decades.  Letôs face it, 
folks.  Men like Bill are pretty rare these dayséand thatôs why 
heôs one of my heroes. 
 
But those arenôt the only reasons.  You see, while Bill has lived 
a responsible, healthy, and simple lifeéhe hasnôt lived a safe 
one, nor does he continue to live a safe one.  To this day he 
continues to disciple (spiritually mentor) men.  These arenôt 
exactly Ward Cleaver, church-going men either.  In fact, one or 
two of the men that he disciples has spent some significant time 

behind bars for some awful crimes.  Iôll be honest, that would 
probably deter me, or at least cause me to pause.  It doesnôt 
faze Bill.  The way he sees it, they need freedom from the 
bondage of sin in their lives that comes only through Jesus 
Christ as much as anyone else does.  So as long as they desire, 
he faithfully meets with them, teaches them, prays for them.  
Those guys are blessed. 
 
The church that he attends in Northeast Portland not only uses 
drums in the church services (hey, thatôs a big deal to most 93 
year old men) but it also has a vibrant skateboard ministry.  (In 
fact, one time it was featured in a prominent sports magazine).   
I donôt know if you know this or not, but kids who skateboard 
arenôt always exactly, for lack of a better descriptor, ñclean-cutò.  
While Bill admits that he doesnôt understand many of the 
idiosyncrasies in our contemporary culture (letôs just say that I 
donôt see Bill visiting a tattoo parlor anytime soon) and while 
others in his generation are known to feel a bit squeamish about 
unconventional ways of doing ministry, Bill openly champions 
things like the skateboard ministry, because they are being used 
to reach people for Christ.  Friends, this is what blows me away.  
Bill has put in his timeéhe has made tremendous sacrifices in 
his church over many, many years, and yet, he chooses to let go 
of his own personal preferences (or, at least hold them loosely) 
for the sake of the gospel. 
 
We might have something to learn in this regardéat least I do.  
You might have noticed a couple of minor changes around 
Willamette Christian Church over the past yearéyou know, 
things like new land, a new pastor, a new Saturday night 
service, a generally new style, etc.  For many people this is 
compelling, even exciting, and for others the changes are 
difficult, or at the very least, stretching.  I want you to know that 
we will do many things that you will love and understand and 
gravitate toward, but we will also try things that will challenge 
you and may even give you moments where you feel like this 
isnôt your church.  Let me encourage us to respond with the 
depth of maturity that my grandfather-in-law continues to 
respond with by holding your personal preferences open-
handedly.  After all, this isnôt my church or your church.  It 
belongs to the Lord and He has given us a mission.  May we 
never sacrifice obedience to the Lord, deep-rooted love for one 
another, and a resolute commitment to the mission of ñmaking 
disciples of all nationsò (Matthew 28:19) for our personal 
preferences. 

 Pastor Joel Dombrow 
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There are 
times when 
words canôt 
possibly 
convey the 
depth of 
gratitude we 
feel. This is 

one of those times.   
 

On behalf of all the staff and leadership 
of Willamette Christian Church, we thank 
each and every one of you who served in 
2007, and who has served in this first 
quarter of 2008.  Because of your time, 
we have a place each week to fellowship 
and welcome the community.  Because 
of your talents, our worship services are 
inspiring, authentic and exciting places to 
experience God.  Because of your 
kindness, families in need receive 
food.   Because of your generosity, 
Christmas happens for an orphaned and 
lonely child.  Because of your sacrifices, 
our missionaries at home and abroad are 
equipped and encouraged to live out the 
Great Commission.  Because of your 
petitions, prayers are answered and 
community is fostered.  Because of your 
giving, we are able to grow and expand 
our ministries.  Because of each of you, 
lives are changed and the model of 
service that Christ gave us is fostered 
and followed.  Because you serve, 
others want to as well. 
 

We have now completed the first year of 
our three year giving campaign to 
purchase land and construct phase one 
of the new building.  Of the 2.55 million 
in pledges made, we have received over 
1.3 million in actual pledges and we are 
on target for our original campaign 
contributions.  We are in design review 
with Clackamas County at this time and 
anticipate that the permitting process will 
occur during the month of February, with 
final bids and the start of construction in 

late March.   While our goal is to host 
2008 Christmas services in the multi-
purpose room, the current challenges we 
face include the unexpected costs 
associated with site work and the 
unknown hurdles that can arise during 
review and permitting.  We seek your 
prayer support for the entire process, 
including for the county, the city, the 
community, for our architects, builders 
and building team members.  We would 
be happy to speak with you about plans, 
needs, or to answer questions about 
contributing to the building campaign.   
Feel free to call me at the church office.   
 
In addition to hosting Saturday Night 
services and Youth Group, our church 
site at the corner of Willamette Falls 
Drive and Tenth Street, affectionately 
called TENTHSTREETCHURCH, is 
active throughout the week with many 
different ministries, meetings, Edge 
youth group, and community 
programs.   We welcome you to stop in, 
and if you have a need for church space, 
to give Lorraine at the church a call.   We 
also welcome you and your family to be 
a part of serving at The Table on Friday 
mornings.  Come and work in the kitchen 
or just enjoy a meal with those served -- 
either way, we invite you to be a part of 
changing lives in this community.   
 

Join us at 7:00 pm on Thursday, 
February 7th at TENTHSTREET for a 
Body Life meeting. Weôll share info on 
whatôs happening and have a great time 
together.  
 

Once again,  thank you for your service 
and your hearts.   

 
 
 

Meals Ministry Volunteers 
Expand Beyond WCC 
 

For the first time ever, WCCôs Meals 
Ministry volunteers were joined by other 
community members in providing meals 
to families in need this Christmas.  The 
West Linn Police Department, Great 
Clips and Smilinô Dental all helped the 
volunteers from WCC make this 
Christmas brighter for 44 families (thatôs 
178 people!) in the West Linn 
community.   
 

Many thanks go to Pastor Robben, 
who provided 45 boxes of yellow cake 
mix, topped with a candle, for each 
family to celebrate Jesus' Birthday.  A 
label on each box included a reference 
to Luke chapter 2 to read the Christmas 
story of Jesus' birth.  
 

One recipient responded: 
My daughters and I received the gift of 
your food - delivered - to our door!   
Besides being overwhelmed, we are 
deeply appreciative of your generosity.   
We never dreamed of something like 
this.  All the food was perfect for our 
Christmas meal.  I might add, the ham 
was especially good.  We will eat on that 
for a week! 
 

My thanks to all who helped with this 
special gift.  We baked our birthday cake 
too!!  It made us decide to add that to our 
traditions every year.   
  

ñMy heartfelt thanks go out to all of you 
who donated food for this cause.  And 
many thanks to those dedicated hard 
workers who packaged and delivered to 
the families.  I am honored to be in His 
service with you.ò 
       -Suzanne Huss 

Chris Yarco 
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