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Summer is unquestionably 

my favorite time of year in 

the Portland area.  No 

doubt about it.  80 degree 

days, blue skies and green 

grass, daylight until 

9:30pm...or later, and 

compared to places like 

Minnesota and Florida, the mosquitoes aren't even that 

bad!  Ahhhhhhé  This is our reward for making it through 

eight or nine straight months of clouds and drizzle.  There is 

no place that I would rather be on this planet in the summer 

than right here.   

 

On second thought, maybe Spring is my favorite time of 

year.  Why?  Because Spring anticipates that Summer is right 

around the corner, of course!  Spring whispers, "Hey guys, 

Summer is almost here."  Spring is when we make our 

Summer plans.  Spring delivers singing birds, blossoming 

flowers, and even teases us with the occasional warm, sunny 

day.  Spring brings new vegetationé.new growth...new 

life.  What's not to love about 

Spring! 

 

Now that I think about it, Winter 

and Fall are pretty special 

too.  Winter brings the celebration 

of Christmas, the crackling of fire 

places, and the beauty and 

stillness of snowfall.  Fall yields 

spectacular autumn leaves, 

comfort food like pumpkin 

pie,...and college football, of 

course!  Okay, okay, so maybe it's 

not as easy as I thought deciding 

which season of the year is my favorite. 

 

Which season of your life has been your favorite?  Might I 

suggest that every season matters?  It's trueéeach season is 

important.  Every season brings unique joys and challenges, 

every season has a special purpose, and every season needs 

the other seasons to be fully appreciated and enjoyed.  As 

King Solomon once wrote -- and The Byrds once sang about -

- "There is a time for everything, and a season for every 

activity under heaven" (Ecclesiastes 3:1).  Here's how this 

works.  Leaves change color.  Leaves fall.  New leaves spring 

up and provide shade.  That's how it works.  Since we move 

through each season, one after the other, we should not 

attempt to live in our "favorite" season, with the result being 

that we are discontent and unthankful in the others.  

 

By the time you receive this newsletter, Willamette Christian 

Church will be on the cusp of entering into an exciting new 

season of life and ministry.  Most of us are ecstatic for this 

new season of ministry!  Personally, I can hardly wait to see 

what God will do in and through you and me together! 

 

For others of you, you may be starting to feel a bit anxious, 

tempted to remember the good ol' days at Rosemont or the 

10th street church building and are having a little harder time 

letting go.  I want you to know that your response is a normal 

one.  In fact, we see many examples of it in Scripture.  For 

instance, Moses wanted someone else to confront Pharaohé 

but God wanted Moses.  Israel wanted to remain in the 

desert...but God wanted His people in the Promised 

land.  People want to stay put when God wants to move 

them.  This is a pattern that we see in the Bible. 

 

The reason why many people fear change is because change 

reminds us that we are not in control, not that we ever really 

were.  If you are anxious about anything today the reason is 

because you are placing your faith in something that is not 

reliable.  Are you placing your confidence in that which 

changes or that which is reliable? 

 

The Bible reminds us that God does not change.  Hebrews 

13:8 declares, "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and 

forever."  Put your trust in God.  God's love does not 

change.  The Lord says "I 

have loved you with an 

everlasting love;" (Jeremiah 

31:1).  Put your trust in God's 

love.  God's Word doesn't 

change.  The psalmist writes, 

"Your word, O Lord, is 

eternal; it stands firm in the 

heavens.  Long ago I learned 

from Your statutes that You 

established them to last 

forever" (Psalms 

119:89,152).  Lastly, God's 

purposes and plans do not 

change.  "The plans of the Lord stand firm forever, the 

purposes of His heart through all generations" (Psalms 

33:11). 

 

Joy, peace, and confidence will come from knowing that the 

One who never changes is with us.  God is using us.  God is 

with us.  God is moving us.  The Lord spoke to the prophet 

Isaiah saying, "When you pass through the waters, I will be 

with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will not 

sweep over you.  When you walk through the fire, you will not 

be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze."  (Isaiah 43:2) 

 

The memories you and I have made at the 10th street church 

building and at Rosemont Ridge Middle School are to be 

cherished for sure, but God has something new for us to 

embrace and we must embrace it fully, and with faith.  God 

wants to use His people at Willamette Christian Church in 

new ways and in a new place.  He wants us to reach more 

people with the most fantastic news the world has ever heard 

and will ever hear.  He also wants to grow us up.  God loves 

us just as we are but that does not mean that He wants you 

and I to stay the same.   
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Re:dedicate  

It wasnôt so long ago that we celebrated Our Place in 

HIStory, commemorating Willamette Christian 

Churchôs 50th anniversary, and broke ground on our 

new property.  Fast forward to today, a short year and 

a half later, and weôre about to begin holding services 

in our beautiful new space. Be there Sunday, April 

26 from 3 - 5pm, when weôll officially re:dedicate 

ourselves and our new building to Christ.  

 

Re:dedicate  First, itôs about dedicating our new 

building, celebrating its opening and showing our 

gratitude to God for the bounty weôve received.   

 

Re:dedicate  More importantly, itôs also an  

 

 

opportunity for us to re-dedicate ourselves - 

individually and as a church body  - to growing in 

Christ, to being thankful, to serving the community, 

and to serving the Lord by participating in missions 

and ministry.  After all, it is the people who make the 

church, not the building in which we meet.  Our 

beautiful, welcoming new building will give us a 

foundation to bring more people to Christ, but is 

nothing more than walls, roof and a floor until we 

bring it to life with our love for God and each other. 

 

Re:dedicate  Look for more information about the 

re:dedication celebration in the coming weeks! 

 

Sunday, April 26th 
3 - 5 pm 

 

 

 

People, businesses, and organizations 

that attempt to resist change eventually 

end up stagnating and dying.  Sadly, 

we see it happen all of the time.  It 

does not have to be this way.  One of 

the reasons why the new church 

building encourages me greatly is 

because it means that the WCC family 

is not content to stay stagnant.  The 

new building delivers a clear message 

that we are determined to sacrifice and 

work and pray to reach more people 

for Christ, teach more people about 

Christ, and meet the needs of more 

people in Christ. 

 

I do not believe that it is by chance that 

God has assembled this rag-tag group 

of believers (no offense) at this 

particular time in the life of WCC. 

Whether you have called WCC your 

church home for forty years or one 

week, our God has intentionally 

brought us together for such a time as 

this. 

 

Willamette Christian Church, a new 

season is upon us.  Are you ready to 

invite your family, friends, and 

neighbors along for the ride with 

us?  Are you prepared to roll your 

sleeves up and find new places to serve 

and care for others?  Are you willing 

to include others and encourage them 

to take ownership of a particular area 

of ministry with you?  What could 

possibly be more thrilling than to 

become an agent of divine change in 

this world! 

 

Let's not demonstrate an ounce of 

reluctance as we enter into this new 

season of ministry.  Instead, let's fully 

embrace this new season in faith and 

watch what God can do with people 

who are fully committed to Him and 

HIS purposes.  After all, He's the One 

who turns the pages on the calendar 

anyway. 

 

Blessings! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PS: Mark your calendars and plan to 

invite your friends and family to our 

Easter Services ~ RISE. 
 

April 10 , Good Friday Service,  

 7:00-8:00 pm 
 

April 11 , Easter Service, 6:00 pm 
 

April 12 , Easter Services,  

 9:00 am & 10:45 am 

 

...continued from page 2. 



Letôs look at 2008 
 
Missions Giving:         $91,419            (10% of General Giving) 
Benevolence Giving:        $20,170            ($8,124 from General Fund) 
General Fund Giving:         $827,311          (Expenses were $821,402) 
Capital Campaign Giving:    $592,536          (We are right on track) 
 
What about the proceeds from the property sale?  
 

Part of the funds went directly into the building project; the remainder of the funds are on deposit with CDF earmarked for 
various phases of our building project.  We are happy to report that during these tough economic times, ALL our funds 
have retained all of their principle value and in fact, we have earned $50,000 in interest over the last 6 months. 
 
 
What are our plans for 2009?  
 
Loan Payment on New Building 
 
During this last year of our Capital Campaign we have 
$661,837 of pledges due to come in.  These are used 
to meet our $48,000 a month loan payment for Phase 
I of our new building.  After 2009, this payment will 
need to be absorbed into our general fund budget or 
met with new pledges. 
 
Phase II construction 
 
We are also planning to move ahead with Phase II of 
our building which will require some additional 
financing.  If you are able to complete your pledge 
earlier than the end of 2009 it would be a tremendous 
support in helping us move ahead with the 
construction of Phase II. 
 
It is our desire that each person will be able to meet 
their pledge but we know that sometimes 
circumstances change.  If you are not able to meet 
your pledge, please let Dale Gibson know.   

Pastor Dale Gibson  

2009 Budget     
We invite you to join as a church family in affirming the 2009  

general fund budget.  We will ask for your affirmation during  

services the weekend of March 7th and 8th. 

 
  *This does not include our monthly loan payment. 

**We have $116,000 in General Fund Reserves from which we plan 

to draw $35,127. 

Projected Income $1,025,010   

Missions Distribution   $102,501 

Benevolence Distribution   $10,250 

      

General Fund Income $912,259   

Investment Income $5,500   

Total Income $917,759   

      

Projected Expenses    

Salary & Benefits   $706,242 

Operating Expenses*   $146,644 

Ministries   $100,000 

Total Expenses   $952.886 

      

General Fund Reserves ** $35,127   

WCC Finances at a Glance 
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Dale 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry has 

begun, but it isnôt too late to 

startð If you would like to use 

your creativity to benefit others, 

call Ginger Cruickshank at 

503.723.0030 for more 

information.  No knitting 

experience is necessary.  No 

matter your skill level, youôll be 

enriched by the time spent in 

fellowship and prayer with 

others.  Thursdays, 10am-noon 

@ Bullseye Coffee, West Linn. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome Kim Williams! 
 

Our newest staff member, Kim Williams, joined us in early 

January to support the vacancy created as long time 

receptionist Debbie McCall chose to move on from WCC.  

Kim and her husband Rich, and their two children Justin and 

Madison, have been associated with WCC for over 8 years, 

and this is their church home.   

 

Kim brings a love for the church body, high energy, 

creativity, a great passion for teamwork, and a positive and 

welcoming attitude to every interaction.   In the role of Guest 

Services and Communications, she will be the first voice and 

face that visitors at WCC experience.  She will manage the 

church calendar and interact with the community to help 

ensure that our new facility is well used throughout the week.  

Her creative and software skills serve her well as she supports 

the production of our weekly bulletins, flyers, and 

promotional materials.   

 

Please introduce yourself to Kim when you see her at church, 

and join me in thanking her for joining our team. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

With all the change taking place 

around here, we are motivated and 

excited to get more people involved 

with the worship and creative arts 

department at Willamette Christian 

Church! 

  

We are looking for skilled musicians 

who have a huge heart to use their gifts 

to SERVE the body.  It is our 

desire that the people serving in the 

worship and creative arts departments 

at WCC are known for first being 

worshippers of God.  We think this is 

extremely important, and we value it 

higher than musicianship or talent.  If 

our goal is to encourage worship in our 

body, then we need worshippers on our 

team!  We believe a true worshipper is 

someone who loves God with all their 

heart, and their love shows -- through 

how they serve others, through their 

attitude, through their lives.   

 

That being said, we do value 

excellence and want to have great 

players, singers, and technical people 

on the team to create a meaningful 

experience for people coming to our 

weekend services.  God deserves our 

absolute best, and we believe those 

who truly desire to worship Him will 

strive to excel in their art.   

 

Here are some of the areas we have 

needs:  

 

 

 

 

(* = audition needed) 

 
Vocalists 

  

Worship team* (sing on mic, 

ability to sing solos and good ear 

for parts) 

Small ensemble* (good ear) 

Choir (open to all) 

 
Band  
     

Drums* 

Bass* 

Guitar* (acoustic and electric) 

Keyboard* 

Other* 

 

Tech 

 

Sound 

Lights 

Running Lyrics  

 

Contact Mike Hohnholz or Aaron 

Sternke at the church if you'd like to be 

involved in worship arts at WCC.  We 

look forward to having you on the 

team! 

Worship and Creative Arts 
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Mike Hohnholz  
Worship Director 

 

Aaron Sternke  
Creative Director 


